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just to go after the other guys—although
I’m a little bit tired of hearing my name
get criticized by five Democrats all spring
long, and now some independent comes
charging out with nothing but criticism. I’m
ready to take them on when we get to Au-
gust. And what happens here is this kind
of arrangement will make us have a much
better chance of taking them on, on our
terms. Let them see if they can take the
heat because I am going to dish it out and
take the Republican record to the American
people, and we are going to win in Novem-
ber.

Thank you very, very much.

Note: The President spoke at 1:15 p.m. in
the Grand Ballroom at the New York Hilton
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Charles
Gargano, former Ambassador to Trinidad
and Tobago; Joe Mandello, chairman, Nas-
sau County Republican Party; David Brew-
er, luncheon vice chairman; Douglas Bar-
clay, New York State chairman, Bush-
Quayle ’92; Jack Hennessy, New York State
finance chairman, Bush-Quayle ’92; Michael
Long, chairman, New York State Conserv-
ative Party; Yung Soo Yoo, luncheon general
chairman; and Rabbi Yehoshua Balkany,
dean of Yeshiva Bais Yaakov of Brooklyn,
who gave the invocation.

Statement on the Supreme Court Decision on Abortion
June 29, 1992

I am pleased with the Supreme Court’s
decision upholding most of Pennsylvania’s
reasonable restrictions on abortion, such as
the requirement that a teenager seek her
parent’s consent before obtaining an abor-
tion. The Pennsylvania law supports family

values in what is perhaps the most difficult
question a family can confront.

My own position on abortion is well-
known and remains unchanged. I oppose
abortion in all cases except rape or incest
or where the life of the mother is at stake.

Question-and-Answer Session With the Michigan Law Enforcement
Community in Detroit, Michigan
June 29, 1992

Q. Mr. President, I have the privilege of
not only introducing you, but also to ask
the first question. I would like, sir, as most
of us have a feeling that drugs is the com-
mon denominator of most of the violent
crime we have in our society, could you
please comment on the relative success of
your war on drugs?

The President. That’s what we call a slow
ball, in a way, in the trade. But first, let
me just thank Brooks and thank all of you.
I understand people have come from all
across the State.

On the war on drugs: One, it’s priority;
two, it’s not without major progress. The
major progress lies in the reduction of the
amount of cocaine being used by teenagers,

and this is very good. We set the goal, I
believe it was, at 20 percent. And it’s down
60 percent. Where we’re not making the
progress we should—and I’m sure every one
of you runs into it in one way or another—
is in that age group of 35, these addicted
users. It’s extraordinarily difficult. And our
war on drugs under Governor Bob Mar-
tinez, but working cooperatively with the
local level, must do better in that area.

We’re doing pretty well in interdiction.
We’ve got a broader cooperation, broader
use of our military, a stronger cooperation
from the Presidents of the countries south
of our border. Mexico is doing much better.
There’s been some differences, but mainly
we’re getting good cooperation there. The
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